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of England anxious, in spite of his son's death,
to keep the money which he already had of
the dowry and to keep his claim for the balance;
in the second place it gave him a hold upon the
Kingdom of Spain and made him secure in his
alliance with that power.
Hence the betrothal between young Catherine
and Arthur's little brother Henry, now the heir
to the throne, who was later,  on his father's
death, to become Henry VIII.   A dispensation
was required of course, because it was neither
affirmed nor proved that the marriage between
Catherine and Arthur had not been consummated.
There was a good deal of debate, as we have
seen in talking of Henry VIII, upon whether
the Pope could give such a dispensation; that
is, upon whether the prohibition against marrying
a deceased brother's wife were a matter of Divine
or of human law,  since,  of course, the Pope
cannot dispense from Divine Law.   However,
the dispensation was obtained from Pope Julius II
in  1504; and after Henry VII's death young
Henry VIII,  then  a few weeks  short of his
eighteenth birthday, married Catherine. She was
five and a half years his senior, but still quite
young.   They had  been  brought  up  together
and Henry was delighted with, and determined
on, the marriage.
In the interval between Arthur's death and